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“Everybody can be great... because anybody can serve. You only need a 

heart full of grace. A soul generated by Love.” 

― Martin Luther King Jr. 

  

Dear Volunteer, 

 

Welcome aboard the youth leaders’ team! 

 

It is our pleasure to welcome you to SABIA. You are joining us at an exciting time, as 

we are moving into our busiest season ever. The schools have reopened after 

summers and the students are bustling with all their energies from the holidays. We 

have adopted ten schools in collaboration with Teach for India, Pune, three 

government schools in Kota and associated ourselves with AECWF, Delhi to provide 

them all with library set-up kits for over three thousand schoolchildren! 

 

We are hopeful that with your fresh ideas and enthusiasm on our side, this will be one 

of our best school-terms ever! 

 

Following is a set of guidelines to help you adjust more easily with your new field of 

work, which we at SABIA describe as spreading the joy of reading and supporting 

literacy! 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER GUIDELINES 
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What volunteering with us entails? 

 

SABIA volunteers enjoy a great deal of power when it comes to administration of the 

school library with which they are associated. However, as we all know, with great 

power comes great responsibilities. Let’s take a look at yours! 

 

Power Responsibility 

Manager You will be required to help the school set up its own library committee. This is 
essential to make the library system more regular. A library set-up guide will be sent 
to you separately. You can also add ingenuity to the model plans to make the 
students more enthusiastic about using the library. 

Executive You will be in charge of maintenance and handling of library records and for 
teaching the same responsibilities to the members of the library committee. The 
library model should remain sustainable and independent of your help before your 
term with the school expires. 

Story-teller Perhaps the most interesting part of the job! You get to be the narrator, the 
protagonist, the antagonist and all the side-characters in their stories! Since each 
session lasts for approximately an hour, we would like you to make it as fun and 
interactive as possible for the students. You must try voice-modulation, props, 
pictures and activity sessions. Let creativity soar as high as possible. 

Educator The children are always keen to know more than what they are reading about. This 
might need you to be prepared for unusual and usual questions. We expect you to 
be understanding of their problems and try to answer them in a way that enhances 
their knowledge and imagination. A good educator allows a balanced but free flow 
of questions in her class. In addition, we require you to conduct monthly tests to 
gauge the improvement in their literacy skills. We will forward the model plan for 
the same to you separately very soon. 

Friend/ 
Counsellor 

In this role, you let your compassion show. You can be their guide or their friend, 
depending on the demand of the situation. The children you are supposed to deal 
with usually come from conflicted backgrounds. It helps them when you talk to 
them of their future or of the issues that they deal with every day. If a child comes 
to you seeking personal help, kindly do not turn her away even if you are short on 
time. In such a case, give her assurance and our contact number immediately. 
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Team Structure 

 

With each school having a strength of 200 students and above, we endeavor to attach 

two volunteers, while a single volunteer will work with those having a strength of 100 

students and above. 

 
 

What to expect in a story-session? 

 

Reading aloud is invaluable for building a child’s literacy skills. However, reading aloud 

to a group of schoolchildren might be a completely new experience to you. 

We hold Story-sessions for students of Grade 3 onwards. Since library hour is not 

included in these schools’ routines, it is hard to say which grade students you will be 

interacting with each Saturday. It is best to coordinate with the school administration 

or your TFI fellow partner regarding this aspect. You will have to choose a suitable 

book at your own discretion for each session if the books in the library are not 

classified according to reading levels. If they are classified then usually Beginners’ level 

books work best for Grades 1 to 4 students, Intermediate level for Grades 5 to 8 

students and Advanced level books for Grades 9 to 12. 

 

During a story-session 

 Pick a great book. Not all books are created equal in the world of read-aloud. 

Choose books with colorful pictures, short stories. 

 Put a little emotion into the story, try to relate it to your audience and get into 

the rhythm of the language. 
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 Don’t feel like you have to read uninterrupted. Stop and talk about some of the 

pages. Ask your audience what’s happening in the story. Involve them. 

 Add a soundtrack. Take clues from the text and try adding some sound effects 

like KA-POWW, BAMM, KRASHHH, CRUNCHH etc. 

 Make mistakes and let the students correct you. This involves them and shows 

that it is okay to make mistakes when reading. 

 When you feel the time is right, encourage the students to read on their own. 

 

Lastly and most importantly, as long as you are a part of 

SABIA, Enjoy Yourself 


